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2 – Language analysis and awareness

A  Warm-up
Work in pairs. Answer the questions.

1 In the box are some questions which a teacher might need the answers to before working on grammar, 
vocabulary or functional language with learners. Look at the language analysis form from your trainer. 
Which questions do you need to answer to complete the form?

a What situations is the language item likely to be used in?
b What does the language mean (in this context)?
c What is the written form of the language? (What does it look like?)
d What is the pronunciation (spoken form) of the language? (What does it sound like?)
e What problems might learners have with the meaning or use of the language?
f What problems might learners have with the written form of the language?
g What problems might learners have with the pronunciation of the language?

2 What sources could a teacher use to fi nd out this information?

B  Researching language using coursebooks
1 Your TP tutor has given you a grammar 

lesson to teach on the topic of ‘modals 
of obligation’. Look at the coursebook 
extract and complete the following tasks.
i Underline the words and 

phrases which express obligation 
and advice.

ii Work with a partner. Work out the 
rules from the example sentences.

The words or phrases you have 
identifi ed form part of ‘model 
sentences’. You can use them as your 
examples when working on grammar 
with learners.

5 Introduction to researching language

UNIT 6  

5   GRAMMAR 
Modals of obligation

a  What do you think people might 
fi nd diffi cult when they spend some 
time in a different culture? 

b Read Culture shock. Find four things 
people might fi nd diffi cult.

c  Have you ever experienced culture 
shock? When? Where? 

d Read the text again. Underline the 
words or phrases which express 
obligation and advice (must, have to, 
etc.). 

e Complete rules 1–5 with the words in 
the box.

can can’t don’t have to have to
must mustn’t ought to should

1  We use  and  to give advice.
2  We use  to say that something is 

not necessary.
3  We use  and  to say that 

something is necessary.
4  We use  and  when we say 

that something is forbidden/not allowed.
5  We use  to talk about a choice to 

do something.

f   Now go to Grammar Focus 6A on 
p.142

g Complete these rules about transport in 
your country. Use the verbs in the box.

must/have to don’t have to mustn’t 
should shouldn’t can can’t

Buses
1  You  buy a ticket in advance. 

You  buy a ticket on the bus.

Walking and cycling
2  You  use pedestrian crossings 

when you want to cross the road.
3  You  wear a cycle helmet.
4  You  cycle on the pavement. 

You  use cycle lanes.

Cars
5  Passengers  wear a seat belt.
6  You  drive with your lights on 

during the day.

Taxis
7  You  stop taxis in the street.
8  You  book taxis in advance.
9  You  give taxi drivers a tip.

70

I’d like to work in France.

h A foreign visitor is coming to live in your country for six months. 
Prepare to give him/her some advice. Use the ideas in the box and 
your own ideas to make a list of rules and tips.  

roads, pavements and cycle lanes public transport 
eating and drinking talking to people who are older than you 
going out at night clothes language parks and public spaces

You mustn’t eat or drink when walking in the street.
You should always give your seat to an older passenger on the bus.

i  Take turns to read out your rules. Discuss the questions.

1  Which rules are about safety? 
2  Which are about being polite to people?
3  Which rules are the most important?

6  SPEAKING
a Read the questions and make notes about your answers.

1  Which foreign country/other area would you like to study/do your job in? 
2  Why would you like to live there? 

b  Discuss the questions in 6a. Think of anything your partner 
should/must/mustn’t do to prepare. What other advice would you 
give them?

You should do 
some French classes 

before you go. Good idea!

CULTURE SHOCK
Some people choose to live in another 
country, other people have to move for 
family or work reasons. If you’re going 
to live in a new place for some time, 
you ought to be prepared to experience 
culture shock at some point. 

At � rst, when you’re in a very 
different environment, everything 
seems exciting and new. Then, the 
differences start to be annoying. Life 
feels too fast or too slow, the food 
tastes strange, you miss your favourite 
television programmes. Laws are 
different – there are things you mustn’t 
do here that you can do at home. 
This is culture shock. 

The good news is, you don’t have to 
spoil your experience of living 
abroad. Culture shock doesn’t
usually last very long.

CULTURE SHOCK
Some people choose to live in another 
country, other people have to move for 
family or work reasons. If you’re going 
to live in a new place for some time, 
you ought to be prepared to experience 
culture shock at some point. 

At � rst, when you’re in a very 
different environment, everything 
seems exciting and new. Then, the 
differences start to be annoying. Life 
feels too fast or too slow, the food 
tastes strange, you miss your favourite 
television programmes. Laws are 
different – there are things you mustn’t 
do here that you can do at home. 

The good news is, you don’t have to 
spoil your experience of living 
abroad. Culture shock doesn’t
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5  Introduction to researching language

2 The next activity in the book asks learners to identify the meaning of four modals of obligation from the 
context, plus four extra modals of obligation. Try it yourself:

UNIT 6  

5   GRAMMAR 
Modals of obligation

a  What do you think people might 
fi nd diffi cult when they spend some 
time in a different culture? 

b Read Culture shock. Find four things 
people might fi nd diffi cult.

c  Have you ever experienced culture 
shock? When? Where? 

d Read the text again. Underline the 
words or phrases which express 
obligation and advice (must, have to, 
etc.). 

e Complete rules 1–5 with the words in 
the box.

can can’t don’t have to have to
must mustn’t ought to should

1  We use  and  to give advice.
2  We use  to say that something is 

not necessary.
3  We use  and  to say that 

something is necessary.
4  We use  and  when we say 

that something is forbidden/not allowed.
5  We use  to talk about a choice to 

do something.

f   Now go to Grammar Focus 6A on 
p.142

g Complete these rules about transport in 
your country. Use the verbs in the box.

must/have to don’t have to mustn’t 
should shouldn’t can can’t

Buses
1  You  buy a ticket in advance. 

You  buy a ticket on the bus.

Walking and cycling
2  You  use pedestrian crossings 

when you want to cross the road.
3  You  wear a cycle helmet.
4  You  cycle on the pavement. 

You  use cycle lanes.

Cars
5  Passengers  wear a seat belt.
6  You  drive with your lights on 

during the day.

Taxis
7  You  stop taxis in the street.
8  You  book taxis in advance.
9  You  give taxi drivers a tip.

70

I’d like to work in France.

h A foreign visitor is coming to live in your country for six months. 
Prepare to give him/her some advice. Use the ideas in the box and 
your own ideas to make a list of rules and tips.  

roads, pavements and cycle lanes public transport 
eating and drinking talking to people who are older than you 
going out at night clothes language parks and public spaces

You mustn’t eat or drink when walking in the street.
You should always give your seat to an older passenger on the bus.

i  Take turns to read out your rules. Discuss the questions.

1  Which rules are about safety? 
2  Which are about being polite to people?
3  Which rules are the most important?

6  SPEAKING
a Read the questions and make notes about your answers.

1  Which foreign country/other area would you like to study/do your job in? 
2  Why would you like to live there? 

b  Discuss the questions in 6a. Think of anything your partner 
should/must/mustn’t do to prepare. What other advice would you 
give them?

You should do 
some French classes 

before you go. Good idea!

CULTURE SHOCK
Some people choose to live in another 
country, other people have to move for 
family or work reasons. If you’re going 
to live in a new place for some time, 
you ought to be prepared to experience 
culture shock at some point. 

At � rst, when you’re in a very 
different environment, everything 
seems exciting and new. Then, the 
differences start to be annoying. Life 
feels too fast or too slow, the food 
tastes strange, you miss your favourite 
television programmes. Laws are 
different – there are things you mustn’t 
do here that you can do at home. 
This is culture shock. 

The good news is, you don’t have to 
spoil your experience of living 
abroad. Culture shock doesn’t
usually last very long.

CULTURE SHOCK
Some people choose to live in another 
country, other people have to move for 
family or work reasons. If you’re going 
to live in a new place for some time, 
you ought to be prepared to experience 
culture shock at some point. 

At � rst, when you’re in a very 
different environment, everything 
seems exciting and new. Then, the 
differences start to be annoying. Life 
feels too fast or too slow, the food 
tastes strange, you miss your favourite 
television programmes. Laws are 
different – there are things you mustn’t 
do here that you can do at home. 

The good news is, you don’t have to 
spoil your experience of living 
abroad. Culture shock doesn’t
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3 At the back of the coursebook, you can oft en fi nd a summary of the grammar, along with some extra 
information. Use the grammar summary on the next page to complete as much of this table as you can. 

Verb Use Notes / Possible problems

must when we make the rules no past or future form – use have to instead
questions with must are very rare

have to

have got to

mustn’t [no information in the summary]

can’t [no information in the summary]

couldn’t [no information in the summary]

don’t have to [no information in the summary]

should

ought to
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2 – Language analysis and awareness

142

The opposite of more is less. We can use it with all 
adjectives and adverbs:
The car’s slightly less clean than it was.
I drive less quickly than he does.

as + adjective/adverb + as shows that two things 
are equal; not as … as means less than:
They’re as wealthy as the royal family.
She doesn’t listen as carefully as she should.
Some common adverbs can change the degree of 
the comparison:
You’re just as pretty as your sister! (= exactly equal)
My brother isn’t nearly as hard-working as me. 
(= very different)
She doesn’t sleep quite as well as I do. 
(= slightly different)

Extremes
We use superlative adjectives and adverbs to talk 
about extremes:
It’s the worst hotel in the world!
I got the lowest score possible.
We often use the present perfect with ever with 
superlatives:
This is the best meal I’ve ever eaten.
It was the least interesting fi lm I’ve ever seen. 
We can use the expression by far to say an extreme 
is very different from all others:
That’s by far the highest mountain I’ve ever climbed.

6B Comparatives and superlatives

Adjectives Adverbs

One syllable rich ➔ richer, the richest fast ➔ faster, the fastest

Two or more 
syllables 

Ending in -y:
easy ➔ easier, the easiest
friendly ➔ friendlier, the 
friendliest

All:
often ➔ more often, the 
most often
carefully ➔
more carefully,
the most carefully

Other:
careful ➔ more careful, the 
most careful 

Exceptions

good ➔ better, the best
bad ➔ worse, the worst
far ➔ further, the furthest
more / the most bored / tired / 
ill
clever ➔ cleverer / the 
cleverest*

well ➔ better, the best
badly ➔ worse, the worst
far ➔ further, the furthest
early ➔ earlier, the 
earliest

*Some two-syllable adjectives can follow the rules for one-syllable adjectives: 
clever, narrow, shallow, quiet, simple.

2.32  Comparison
We can use comparative adjectives and adverbs to compare two things, 
situations, times, actions, etc. usually with than. We can change the degree of 
comparison with words like a lot, much, far, even, slightly, a bit, a little:
Life’s a lot more interesting than before.
She’s a bit happier than she used to be.
He’s speaking much more slowly than usual today.

2.26  mustn’t, can’t and don’t have to
We use mustn’t or can’t to say that something is not allowed. 
We often use mustn’t when we make the rules and can’t to talk 
about other people’s rules:
I mustn’t forget to email my mum.
We can’t cross the road yet – the light’s still red.
For things which were not allowed in the past, use couldn’t:
I couldn’t work in India because I only had a tourist visa.

We use don’t have to when there is no obligation. It means it’s 
not necessary to do something:
University students don’t have to wear a uniform.
I didn’t have to call a taxi. Robert drove me home.

2.27  should and ought to
We use should or ought to to give advice and recommendations. 
They have the same meaning, but should is much more 
common:
We should see as much as possible. We shouldn’t waste time.
We ought to see as much as possible. We ought not to waste time.

6A Modals of obligation
2.25  must and have to

We use must when we make the rules:
I must get a good night’s sleep tonight.
We use have to when we talk about other people’s rules:
You have to buy a ticket before you get on the train.
There is no past or future form of must. When we talk about 
rules in the past or future, we always use the correct form of 
have to:
When you go to India, you’ll have to get a visa. 
I had to wear a uniform at school.

 Tip 
Don’t use contractions with have to:
I have to go. NOT I’ve to go.

 Tip
• Often there is not much difference in meaning between 

must or have to. Have to is much more common than 
must, especially in spoken English. 

• have got to is also used in spoken English and means the 
same as have to. 

• Questions with must are very rare.
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C  Researching language using teacher’s books
This is an excerpt from the teacher’s book which corresponds to the student’s book pages we 
looked at in task B:

UNIT 6 Different cultures 89

g Give students up to five minutes to think about rules 
associated with travel and transport in their country 
and to complete the sentences. Monitor and help as 
necessary.

 If your class is multi-national, put students from 
different countries in groups to compare their answers. 
Take feedback as a class.

h Give students up to 10 minutes to prepare some 
advice and rules. Monitor and help with vocabulary as 
necessary.

i   Put students into pairs or small groups to discuss 
their tips. They should listen to each other’s rules 
carefully and then discuss questions 1–3. Take feedback 
as a class and ask a student from each group to read out 
one or two rules connected with safety and one or two 
rules about being polite to people. Encourage a full class 
discussion about the most important rules.

6  SPEAKING 
a Tell students to imagine they can work or study 

anywhere they want to in the world. It could be in 
a different part of their own country, or in a foreign 
country far away. Give students time to make notes 
on the questions. Monitor and help students with any 
language they need.

b  Put students into pairs to tell each other about 
where they would like to go and why, and to give each 
other advice. Monitor and check that students are using 
modals of obligation appropriately. Nominate a few 
pairs to perform their conversations for the class. 

 LOA TIP MONITORING  

When students are having a paired discussion like this, it 
can be easy for a more dominant student to do most of the 
talking. As you monitor, try to redress the balance if possible 
by gesturing to the quieter speaker to make a contribution or 
by asking him/her directly, e.g. What else should your partner 
think about? What sort of clothes should he/she take?

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

 Workbook 6A
  Photocopiable activities: Grammar p.162, Vocabulary p.168, 
Pronunciation p.177

5  GRAMMAR Modals of obligation
a  Discuss the question as a class.

b Give students two minutes to read Culture shock and find 
four things people might find difficult about living in 
another culture. Check answers as a class.

Answers
Life feels too fast or too slow; the food tastes strange; you miss your 
favourite television programmes; laws are different.

c  Put students into small groups to discuss the 
question, then take feedback by asking each group to 
summarise their experiences of culture shock.

d Tell students that obligation refers to rules, laws and 
other pressures from outside, while advice refers to 
helpful suggestions. Give students one minute to read 
the text again and underline any words or phrases 
which express obligation or advice. You may wish to tell 
students that they also have to find an example of a lack 
of obligation (don’t have to spoil). They then compare 
answers in pairs.

Answers
obligation: have to move, mustn’t do, can do, don’t have to spoil
advice: ought to be prepared

e Put students into pairs to complete the grammar rules. 
Check answers as a class.

Answers
1 ought to, should
2 don’t have to
3 have to, must 
4 can’t, mustn’t
5 can

 CAREFUL!
Students are likely to make a number of errors of form and 
use with modals of obligation.
Problems with form include using the wrong verb form 
after a modal, e.g. I must to go (Correct form = I must go). 
With have to, students may also contract the structure 
inappropriately, e.g. I’ve to go to the doctor (Correct form = I 
have to go …). They also make mistakes with word order, e.g. 
We have also to wear a uniform (Correct form = We also have 
to wear…). 
The difference between mustn’t and don’t have to can also 
be difficult for students at this level, e.g. You don’t have to 
eat too many sweets. They’re bad for you. (Correct form = You 
mustn’t eat …), and I mustn’t go to the shops. There’s enough 
milk (Correct form = I don’t have to go …).

f  2.25— 2.27  Students read the information in 
Grammar Focus 6A on SB p.142. Play the recording 
where indicated and ask students to listen and repeat. 
Students then complete the exercises. Check answers as 
a class. Tell students to go back to SB p.70.

Answers (Grammar Focus 6A SB p.143)
a  2 had to 3 Does (Alex) have to 4 mustn’t 5 didn’t have to 

6 must 7 have to 8 mustn’t
b  2 don’t have to pay 3 mustn’t/shouldn’t leave  

4 mustn’t/can’t use  5 must/should only use
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5  Introduction to researching language

	 Use the information in the excerpt to answer the questions.
1	 What is the correct verb form after a modal like must or can? What is one problem which 

learners might have with the form?
2	 What two other problems with the form of modals of obligation might learners have? 
3	 What problem with the meaning of mustn’t and don’t have to might learners have? Why? You 

may wish to look back at B3 to help you.

D 	 Researching language using reference books
A reputable grammar book aimed at teachers will generally focus on key areas which it is useful 
for teachers to work on with learners, including potential problems which learners might have. 

Your trainer will give you a relevant excerpt from a grammar reference book. Speak to 
everybody in the group. Which of the questions from task A does each excerpt answer?

E 	 Putting it all together
	 Work with a partner. 

1	 Look back at the questions in A. How many of them can you now answer about modals of obligation? 
Which sources have you used to gather this information? Which sources did you find to be more or less 
useful in your research?

2	 In this TP, do you feel like you would be prepared to:
		  •	 communicate the most important points connected to the grammar?
		  •	 answer learners’ questions about the grammar?

REFLECTION

To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
•	 You should research the language items you plan to teach before you plan how to 

teach them.
•	 You need to research quite different information when you’re teaching vocabulary rather 

than grammar. 

Check you know the meanings of these terms. 

•	 meaning 
•	 form 
•	 pronunciation
•	 context
•	 model sentence
•	 modal verb
•	 auxiliary verb
•	 infinitive

KEY WORDS FOR TEACHERS
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2 – Language analysis and awareness

•	 The best place to find out information about grammar you’re teaching is in a grammar 
book.

•	 You should have a comprehensive knowledge of new language you’re planning to teach 
before you enter the classroom.

•	 It’s important to teach learners everything you know about the new language item(s) 
you’re working on.

•	 You should be able to answer all of the learners’ questions about the language you are 
teaching during the lesson.

•	 Predicting possible problems learners might have with the language will help you to feel 
more confident in the classroom.

Compare your answers with a partner.
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